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Here, and not in the labored arguments which its advocates make, or in the power of the special interests which it enlists, lies the real strength of protection. Beneath all the mental habits I have spoken of as disposing men to accept the fallacies of protection lies one still more important—the habit ingrained in thought and speech of looking upon work as a boon.
Protection, as we have seen, operates to reduce the power of a community to obtain wealth—to lessen the result which a given amount of exertion can secure. It " makes more work," in the sense in which Pharaoh made more work for the Hebrew brick-makers when he refused them straw; in the sense in which the spilling of grease over her floor makes more work for the housewife, or the rain that wets his hay makes more work for the farmer.
Yet, when we prove this, what have we proved to men whose greatest anxiety is to get work; whose idea of good times is that of times when work is plentiful ?
A rain that wets his hay is to the farmer clearly an injury ; but is it an injury to the laborer who gets by reason of it a day's work and a day's pay that otherwise he would not have got ?
The spilling of grease upon her kitchen floor may be a bad thing for the housewife ; but to the scrubbing
dwell upon this notion.    Thus, Professor Thompson says (p. 211, Political Economy]:
"The [free trade] theory assumes that the chief end of national as of individual economy is to save labor, whereas the great problem Is how to employ it productively. If buying in the cheapest market reduce the amount of employment, it will be for the nation that docs it, the dearest of all buying." Or, again (p. 285): "The national economy of labor consists, not in getting on with as little as possible, but in finding remunerative employment for as much of it as possible."

